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O tale of sunken treasure and
J pirate crew ever held more of

the ewwaee of romance than is
found in the true story of the search for
a sea treasure on the coast of Maine
a treasure of coal

An effort was made some time ago to
locate a seam of valuable coal that is
supposed to crop up on the bottom of
the sea near Small Point a promontory
Eoparating the Kemebec River front
fasco

Successive companies with ample cap

ial have tried in vain to find the vein
Great hunks of coal wash ashore at Pop
ham Beacb after every storm Such
Epecimees often bright fractures
jroving that they were recently broken
from the mother seam by the action of
the waves In considerable quantities
this coal is cast up on a beach four
miles long Its origin Is the one buffiiag
mystery of the Maine coat

Value of This S s Coal
Coal ItM been abnormally highpriced

of late but the highest quotations dar-
ing the past weeks of famine were not
onethird s high as would gladly be
paid for Small Point sea coal There
IP none IK the world more valuable In
quality it cloaely approaches the famous-
i coal Its general appearance is
similar to that of other coal except that
Its texture is fleer It burns readily
with a steady yellow The heat
per era tad la said to Be greater than that
cf any other fuel known 80 fatty la

in substance that it burns almost e-
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tlons of the coal trade 20 per ton would
be a low price for this extraordinary-
fuel Coal of a similar grade found in
sections of Great Britain is used in arts
requiring an Intense and constantly sus
tained heat The little of such coal now
used in this country is imported
Europe and it Is the high price of the
imported product which has been respon-

sible for the recent remarkable opera
tions carried on at Small Point and vl
ciaity

As Valuable as a Gold Mine
A vast fortune unquestionably awaits

the man who shall locate the vela pro
vided the canal Is found in such position
as to enable working No gold or silver
mine could yield surer wealth than this
mystifying vein of coal hidden by the
waters of the Atlantic

The market is clamoring for product
which is not forthcoming wonder
that for over a century the location of
this scam of coal has been the dream of
speculator and fisherman alike No
wonder the search has led to a series of
operations unique In the history of coal
prospecting and mining

The end of the hunt is not yet It
is still going on and will until per

that day when the sea shall give
up Its secrets and all things shall be
revealed as in sa oxen book

The Search of a Century

This story of striving for the sunken
treasure of Small Point over 100
years ago The chiieafls of that aec
ties of the Maine Wift lo lot go back
to time when the fi itfefo u were not
looking it l8 to discover
the priceless vein afW t sporadic
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and individual Even In preRevolution
ary days coal was invaluable for forg
Ing purposes particularly when the coal
was of such superior grade as that
washed ashore by the breakers at Pop
ham Beach and Small Point

Grief of a Patriarch
Later companies were formed and

efforts were ncl u lic tc
the vein Since early in the last cen-

tury Boston men have been deeply in-

terested In the project and have lavish
ly poured their money into the coffers
of various companies that have been
organized to discover the vein

One beautiful September morning
about seventy years ago an old gentle
man bent and shaken with the weight
of his ninety years stood upon the shore
at Small Point in the town of Phlpps
burg and wept bitterly The sunlight
was dancing merrily over the water and
the gentle swash of the ways on the
rocks arose In responsive sobs

Near by stood a barefoot lad gazjng
in astonishment at the grief of the old
man who kept murmuring to himself in
childish sobshaken tones I cant re
member I cant remember He sat
him down OB the woodstrewn rocks and
buried his face In his hands until at
length the lad with great pity in his
heart for the poor old gentleman led
his aged companion away

The Patriots Knew the Vein
The old gentleman was Capt William

Sprague at that time a resident of the
town of BowdoiBhara but formerly of
Phippsburg whore he had paused the
better part of his life The lad was Per-
cy Small now a man eighty yoars of
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POND ISLAND NEAR T1lS BLAND
QUANTTES OF SEA COAL ARE FOU

> <

age and still living within sight of the

Captain Sprague had in his younger
days the sea but while still a
young mat he learned the

trade During the Revolution
try he made guns for the patriots
and had used coal in his forge that he
had himself taken from a sunken ledge
lying off the shore at Small Point

While on a visit to his former home
he had expressed a wish to once more

visit the reef where as a young man he
pried up the seams of coal but

when It came to locating the spot his
memory failed He was In his dot-

age and could not remember and as ho
wept in the bitterness of his heart the
waves and sobbed in mockery to

his distress
The Same Old Quest

In the interval of years niece the
aged mariner wept uppn tIle sands

others engaged in the same quest have

Jolt like following his example
He was but one of several who once

knew where the seam cropped out at
low water mark Almost within the
memory of nersons living the ex
act location of the vein was known

According to traditions this coal was
known to the settlers of this sec-

tion of the coast They called it sea
coal and were to pick it up on
the beach after a heavy storm Accord
ing to these stories the coal was used
for both fuel and forging purposes and
was found In sufficient abundance to
make the gathering of it a of
serious effort on the part of who
preferred to use it

That the case of Capt William
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Sprague is by no means an isolated one
Is proven by that of Mrs Mary J Wal
lace of Small Point who died recently
aged She soften said
that she could remember her lather
when she was a little girl seven or
eight years old getting coal at the
beach at Small Point and bringing it
home

Covered With Barnacles
She has said that very often this coal

which was most often secured after a
storm would frequently be covered with
barnacles and other marine growth and
that while worn smooth on most sides
by the action of the waves the lumps
would usually show evidence at some-
place of having been recently broken
off from a reef

Mrs Wallaces father lived to be
ninetyfour years of age and he had
frequently told her that he could not
remember a time when this coal was not
to be procured In the manner related

This testimony alone would seem to
establish the fact that coal has been
known to exist at Small Point for at
least ISO years But it is not necessary
to rely upon a few such isolated cases
Tradition is rich in reference to this
matter and thanks to the longevity in
that section the dates in most cases can
be made to have some bearing upon the
present

A Real Reef of
There is now living on Diiramar Street

in Bath James Norton who is able to
throw a little more light upon the mills
of evidence in support of the coal reef
theory

For many Mr Tprtcm followed
the business of lightering and while in

eightytwo years

t

Coal

ors

¬

>

TilE REPORTER
ADJUSTMENT OF HELMETAWAITING

C Z

a

HALF WAY SACK
Or SEA COAL

80lNOARYTHE LtE5TERN
C s

the pursuit of this profession he was
one time called to Small Point to re
cover a cargo of hides that were In the
hold of a vessel sunk In a storm off

Beach The method of securing
Ute hides was by probing with hooks set
in poles

Great Quantities of Anthracite
The vessel had by this time gone to

pieces and the hides lay on the bed of
the son It was noticed by the workmen
that the hooks were frequently covered
with particles of coal after being driven
hard against the bottom Before an
investigation of the bottom could be

made a violent storm arose and further
work had to be abandoned

During the past hundred years or more
vast quantities of this coal have been
thrown up on the beach extending from
Small Point to Hunnewells Point After-

a heavy storm today it is thrown up just
as It was in the days of Capt William
Sprague

The writer has himself picked up
quantities of it stfme of the
being large much larger than is ever
seen in imported anthracite coal

Nearly a Ton Thrown Up
During tile December storm that

wrecked the schooner Gondola on Se

guin ledges there was probably net less
than 1SW pounds cast up en the
And it was noticed that these pieces of

coal bore evidences of erosion by the
sea waves The fractures of these speci-

mens were bright and clearcut show-
Ing that they had recently been broker
from a vein not far from the shore It
ix impossible to walk along the aettth-

be gh t B pbam without seeing more or
less of this coal
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The coal is there It has Hen eom
log for many years Where it came
from

Geologists have arisen and said that
coal will never be ftnmd at Small Paint
They point out that the is e too
old a tint coal is sever fjpand

covered by rock
Prof Leslie Lee of Bowdoia College

has examined the geological cosxUtiens
that obtain at Small Point and has ex-

pressed it as his opinion that coal Is not
likely to fern Prof Lee reeeatly
went over the ground in perm saw
nothing to change the opinion he bad
formed years ago as the result of having
examined specimens of the reek that bad
bees submitted to him

The otttaroppiBg reck t Ids Head
the scene of early attempts to discover
the vein is composed of hard evysfsJlino
whist sometimes called Asa state The
layers which are of verging tMetaess
show of buying been subjected to
groat pressure the general dip in
a southwesterly direction Coal is al
vmy found in company with stale

or limestone M t
present hi thl formation

Bostea Men to Efawl J
In 183 Maines first State geologist

Dr Charles T Jackson wade cttreful
examination of this entire In
iris report he refers to efforts were
about to be made by Boston writes to
discover this historic ve4 of poai

He thus characterises the
Their attempts to tad ooel i a place

where nature never fece U wifl of
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